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CORRESPONDENT

SARASOTA — When
the subject of a painting,
such as a room or a garden,
serves as a metaphor for a
state of mind, the psychic
energy can be expressed in
the nature of the paint’s ap-
plication and in the intensi-
ty of color — intermediar-
ies between the painting’s
observable and its psycho-
logical facts.
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Kenneth Kerslake is a
printmaker and painter of
such interiors and exteri-
ors, using them to great ef-
fect in prints and paintings
on exhibit in Sarasota. The
true subject matter is the
mood of the moment.

In the paintings suffused
with light and strong shad-
ows, the artist invests these
fixed moments in time with
implications of events that
have just occurred. Ker-
slake uses light to create
complex silhouettes of fur-
niture, or plants on the
floor or ground, for mood.
The steep angle from
which the observer looks
into the painting makes
him a dream voyeur, rather
than someone walking into
the scene. Images are given

luster through the bold ap-

plication of color and the
artist’s ability to convey au-
tobiographical allusion in
the placement of objects.
All these painterly devic-
es transform these objects
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ainter Kerslake captures details of moments

COURTESY PHOTO
Ken Kerslake's “Sarah’s World" calls up visions of a task remembered over morning coffee on the patio.

from their trivial domestic pur-
poses into archetypes and sym-
bols. '

In “A Glass of Wine, A Good
Book,” Kerslake - paints two
chairs in a patio on either side
of a glass table. Light streams
in from windows on the right,
spreading a complex series of
near-abstract  expressionist
red silhouettes on a yel-
low-green floor. On the table
sits an empty wine glass and an
open book. In dreams, win-
dows symbolize the eyes, the
windows of the soul. The
chairs, an archetype of securi-
ty and authority, are executed
with confident staccato brush
strokes.

Having put down his book
and wine, the painter turns and
records the quiet pleasure of
the moment. In the detail of
Kerslake’s paintings and
prints, there is a lot to see in
that moment.



